Our Sanctuary

Although it is hard to believe, many Labrador Retrievers are abandoned in the north-east every year, particularly after Christmas. Cleadon Labrador Sanctuary tries to find good homes for these animals and cares for them while they are here.

Background to the Breed

Labrador Retrievers are probably the most popular dogs in Britain and have a well-deserved reputation for their placid temperament. 

Labradors can be black, yellow or chocolate and there are two strains of the breed: the show dog and the working dog. The working dog, bred specifically for retrieving game, tends to be slimmer and more energetic than the larger show dog. 

If you look carefully between a Labrador’s toes, you will see that they are partially webbed. This is to help them swim – any Labrador owner will tell you that their dog adores the water. The dog’s coat is very dense and waxy near the skin – once again, this is for waterproofing. 

Labradors, in common with other gundogs, have a rubbery kind of flap in their mouth, which goes over the teeth to protect the game they are retrieving. The Labrador is a very loyal animal that makes an excellent family pet.
